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and culture of the United States of America. To accomplish this goal, the
course will use the 2012 presidential election, to be held on November 6th,
as a lens through which to view various aspects of US society. This is an
opportunity that only occurs every four year, and should make the classes
more interesting, practical, and interactive.

Students are invited to carefully consider and compare information from
various sources, and thereby to arrive at a deeper understand of this
complex, diverse, and often controversial people and nation.

The course will cover most of the topics presented in the assigned course
textbook, although not necessarily in the same order as the book. Students
will be invited to read relevant sections of the textbook as part of
homework assignments.
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This course introduces students to the culture of western universities and
the higher order thinking and action skills required to be successful (for
example: “There is no textbook, there are no exams, the professor speaks 5
times faster than my foreign teacher in China, I am having a hard time
understanding the authentic material I need to read, there is too much to
read and too many papers to write in too short a time—what am I going to
do?) Since the instructor is American, it also touches on cultural contexts in

relation to academic expectations.
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